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PANAMA GUARDS 
DISPERSE GROUP 

Tear Gas, Shotguns Fire 
at ‘Liberation March’ 

PANAMA (AP) — The Na- 
tional Guard, firing shotguns 
and tear gas grenades, dis- 
persed Sunday an Independ- 
ence Day “liberation march” by 
university students protesting 
the military regime that took 
over three weeks ago. 

At least three students were 
treated for wounds caused by 
shotgun pellets or fragments 
from tear gas cannisters, but 
none was hurt seriously. 

About 200 were arrested after 
the guardsmen moved into the 
Social Security hospital, where 
the students had sought refuge, 
and carried out a floor-by-floor 
search of the eight-story build- 
ing to chase-out demonstrators. 
Many students were reported in- 
jured by rifle butts. 

About 750 university students 
and 100 professors marched out 
of the campus, which is less 
| than a mile from downtown 


Panama City, at 8:45 a.m. They 
were intercepted by a detach- 
ment of about 75 guardsmen. 

The march was led 'by Dr. An- 
tonio Gonzalez Revilla, neuro- 
surgeon who was a presidential 
candidate last May on the Chris- 
tian Democrat ticket. 

Moving in from two direc- 
tions, guardsmen fired a tear 
gas barrage that put the stu- 
dents on the run. The demon- 
strators rushed into the Social 
Security hospital, opposite the 
campus, with guardsmen in pur- 
suit. The press of the crowd of 
panicked students shattered a 
large glass door, causing minor 
cuts in the crowd. 

After a while the troops 
withdrew and most of the stu- 
. dents remained inside the hospi- 
1 tal. Many patients felt the ef- 

■ fects of the tear gas, blown into 
the hospital by the breeze. 

Students milled on the 
grounds of the hospital for about 
two hours, taunting guardsmen 
posted across the highway. 
They lowered to half-staff the 
hospital flag, tying a boot atop 
it— a symbol that the county is 
under the “military boot.” 

After nearly three hours, the 
guardsmen moved into the hos- 
pital and chased out the stu- 
• dents. 

i Col. Jose M. Pinilla, provi- 
r sional president of the mili tary 
junta, did not attend' the City 
Hall ceremony. He raised the 
flag at the presidential palace. 

■ Mayor Felipe Motta Jr., did the 
honors at City Hall. 



